‘.l-'l""

-|i-capital assets of our own country and the rest

DIANAPOLIS, IND, |
' TIMES B
e 88270 o
i S. 100,555 . CPYRGHT o

| Front Edit Other
Page Pag Page

'
(
|
H
i
i
1

' Date: oFp 714 1964

i . -
e o - "
v Against Viet-Nam War .
" MR. EDITOR: o Lo
o g E uiite with
i other, concerned Americans who, moti¥ated by
I both enlightened self-interest and-compassion! for
f

the people of EBouth Viet' Nam, are’ demanding ;
; immediate political settlement of the Viet Nam B
i-situation with ‘military withdrawal * before the M
I pressures for escalation of the war involve us in *
{' & nuclear holocaust. I hope they will send copies
v of their letters to the Republican candidates in-;
‘dicating that they do not support the suicidal -
+portions of the party platform implicit in comanit™
praents to “Victory,” . v . :
i, Even the Cudwhwrniotorions for metliods and
i purposes which many find morally’ indefensible,
i has the sense to.oficially - admit the unacceptas
tbility of military ofidnsives (from the Nationsi
| Qbserver) v, .~ ' "
.. “The W.'S. possesses greater striking power
| than the USSR and could wreak much greater *
-‘fdamagc in the USSR than the latter could in tha |
i U. 8. Neverthaless . . « & general nuclear war-— 4
j whether brought about by design, accident, or
%miscalculatiou—wonld kill many millions of peo~ |
i ple, destroy the capital accumulations of many
; decades, render large sections of the earth umr-
I'inhabitable, angd destroy the power of most of ;
the modern nations of the worlq. ;
“In this age of mobile striking ' forees andg |
‘hardened missila sites, it does not appear pos-
aible to build a military force capable of destroy-
cing an enemy’s capabilities and simultaneously '
! protectinyg oneself from ‘unacceptable damage.”
i We should not allow even more extremist and
. less knowledgeable minarities to promote military -
" “offensive on all fronts.” This would destroy our
iway of life, present or hoped for, much more
crapidly and completely’ than any Ideological -
"trends they oppose possibly could, Communism
rwould simply be advanced by destruction ‘of the .
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yof the world. It would be an empty “victory'
i Tor capitalism and freedom would be meaning-
,‘ less in the ensuing chaos (even more meaning- ;
! less, iI possible, that it is today for most of the |
I people of war-torn South Viet Nam whose dic-
Ftatorial novernments we have been sustaining in
ia mockery of the concept of freedom!) N ;
P Military viotory is an obsolete ldea. To:win .
‘’Rgainst commumism that ideology must be ‘con- b
fronted with {he existent condition of a betler i
 way of life created with ‘the help of the. free
world for the pooples they seek to convert,

We have for many years been doing’ the op-~ .
| posite In Viet Nam. : . Lo

The Democratic Administrations should hava
ended this inherlied war long ago, by negotiation.
Tet us put our real national interests shead ol
partisan politics ana demand that they do it
now, There is no indication that a new adminis-
tration would end this war without at least sacri-
ficing mauy, mahy more of our hushands and
sons- and possibly, with their gimple-minded il<
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lusiowrs about military world leadership, Involve
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’Gulf Incidents Manufactured, It Isd;
Charged, as Prqvocatio’n

‘To THE EDITOR: .

f #UT OepPl. 2o editotial "The Ton-
tkin lulf Mystery” is an extromely
Fai ‘bing comment on the militant
atlitide even among the “high-|
placed in Washington and the gene|
eral public naiveté that basks in the|
bright sun of patriotism. :
| | “For an understanding of tle so- :
.| fealled mystery of why the United [ .
States of America is deeply involved |
in South Vietnam, it might Lr well
to recall what Van Wyck Erocoks
had to say in 1821: “Few Amevicans |:
know, even today really know—I
mean apprehend—that America is
an empire, with all the paraphe:nalia
of imperialism.” This is an honest | .
statement, one made at a tine when I
we were not yet -suffering fre.a the |
“Red"” psychosis. I
While American imperialisn was.
not too flagrant, abusive and offen-
sive in 1821, it has becomn 0 in
1964 due to our position as ka.der';
and protector of the free world, s0°k
i called. The former imperfalist pow=- |
‘ers of stature in Europs prior to]
. World War II turned over much of.
{their mandate to the United. States
pduring and after the war,

b Political Manipulating

In terms of actual colonies, the
iUnited States may ot bs ncoused |
fof political imperialism; however, ,
:we certainly are guilty of political g
‘manipulating. Indeed, we have long .
been in the business of making &nd '«
¢ | breaking rulers in our private West=
" ]rem Hemisphere. Only one really N
[frustrates us, because we. cannot o
manipulate Dr. Castro despite the
machinations of the Central Intellis:
gence Agency. .

There is really no mystery tc our
present involvement in the making
and breaking of rulers in South Viet- |
|'nam, This is merely an extensicn of |
rour imperialistic role. Let us bn“"!
. |'honest, at least with ourselver. We®
-|'have no’ defensible position befora ":;
‘world opinion that we do mot. in- )
‘fluence via the United States Ine |
formation Agency. ' b
¢ The Tonkin incidents have been g
manufactured. We are itching for a °
‘war and we will have it as vetalia~ |
tion “against bullets and torpedoes.
that—even accepting the officizi in- |
terpretation—were - never . fircd” E
 Surely The New York Titues §s ables
‘to solve the terrible mystery in ths ;
| Tonkin Gulf, : v
P . ROBERT W, HaRre#, .
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